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Solar Energy Society (ANZSES), the Australia
Conservation Foundation (ACF), Australian Religious
Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) and the Cer

7:00pm sharp for the Advancement of the Steady State Econor
(Supper at interval) (CASSE).

REPS Meeting Friday 12" February

Robertson Community Centre
‘Sustainable Living Without the Hot Air’ Designer with 20 years experience in Sustainat

Deny Christian is a Sustainable Housing Architeadtur

Talk and Discussion - Ben van der Wijngaart and Building.

ve She is also a garden design consulta
Deny Christian

Deny will present a slide show of some of the easy

This month we have a different format for our talk. &fordable ways to make your home and lifestyle le
REPS has teamed up with Wingecarribee Shir@réedy for water and energy, with design for natur
Council and Four Seasons Sustainable Housing t6°°ling and heating: moderate modifications to pass
present the first part of a series of talks onainable  d€sign, which work with our weather; water collenti
living to be held throughout the shire. There vaig 9"y Wwater; designing an air conditioner garde
two speakers presenting a discussion on issud¥Owing a vegetable garden.

including housing, food, transport, energy and
consumption. Ben and Deny will focus on what they
say are the three big things: energy descent; teduc
of consumption; building resilience in communities.

Ben van der Wijngaart is a Greens councillor ared th
Deputy Mayor of Kiama Municipal Council. He has
been involved in supporting numerous community
initiatives — the most recent of these being the
completion of the Wind Power Concept Study for the
Southern Councils Group. This report has been
submitted to the Premier's office for funding
consideration in conjunction with the Greens Jobs
lllawarra initiative, for which he is the renewable
energy advisor and a steering committee memben Be
has been an active advocate of renewable enerdy, an
wind power in particular since 2006.

He is a member of the Alternative Technology
Association (ATA), the Australian and New Zealand

Upcoming Events
Sun ' February- CANWin Revisioning and AGM, 2pm at the Council Thea&eloss Vale.
Fri.12" February — REPS Public Meeti@dOpm, Robertson Community Centresee above
Wed 17" February NPA,Dr Ben WolfendenStream Flow Regulation and Ecosyste@é/A Hall,

Moss Vale, 7.30pnsee page 6
Sat 28" February — Sustainable Housing Forum, Moss VateiGes Club see page 7
Sat 27" February - Caalang Creek Working Bee — 9:00amaagCreek see page 8
Sat 27" March — Caalang Creek Working Bee — 9:00am Caalregk see page 8




Review
Reproduction and Conservation of Jaguars in
Brazil

Dr Rebecca Spindler, Manager, Research and
Conservation Programmes, Taronga
Conservation Society Australia

by Chris Stevenson

At the November 2009 meeting of REPS, the audievas
treated to amost interesting and thought-provoking
presentation by the guest speaker, Dr Rebecca I8piond
the future viability of the jaguar populations iroth and
South America.
successful conservation project in North Americaining
the endangered Black Footed Ferret, Dr Spindleratian
to describe the plight of the South American Jaguard
the conservation effort underway to preserve thebr.
Spindler was an integral part of a team lead byldgal
conservation groupssociacdo Pro-carnivorostudying the
declining fertility of jaguars both in captivity dnfree-
ranging in the Pantanal in south central Brazdnfr2001-
2005.
describing the increased knowledge of jaguar biplagd
techniques used to determine the potential causeshé
jaguars’ steady decline. Challenges to the projedttided
the topography, climate, local fauna (piranha) dloda
(stinging and spiky plants), isolation and basicilfiges.
However, all these problems were overcome or ttddra

Dr Spindler gave a power-point presentationexpansion and melting of continental ice.

Ocean Processes That Reinforce

Greenhouse Warming
by David Tranter

Following is a summary of a talk that David Trangaerve at
a U3A meeting last year.

Earth is a complex, fine-tuned ecosystem, warmedhby
sun, the greenhouse layer and the ocean, none ioh g
sufficient alone to make it as warm as it is. l@imnatural
warming agents are orbital factors, reinforced b@,C
induced greenhouse warming and ocean processdstiliat
how much CQ@the air can shed into the ocean and g

Commencing with the example of aconveyed to the bottom. The current gf@ncentration in

the air is now higher than at any other time in thst
600,000 years, the history of that rise paralletimg history
of fossil fuel combustion. The alternating advarared
retreat of polar ice and snow induced by orbitéliguced
variations in the angle of the summer sun aboveptiiar
horizon has generated natural global warming-cgolir
cycles known as the Ice Ages. These have raised
lowered the level of the sea as much as 120m hyntde
Shou
increasing fossil fuel emissions induce furtheregteuse
warming, sea levels are likely to rise so highasundate
such low-lying places as coral atolls, delta nagidike
Bangladesh and other densely populated foreshones
which many of the largest cities and airports ia thorld
have been built.

with seemingly good humour such that the capturing,

sedation and study of the jaguars was undertakety sand
with the ultimate generation of much new data. d&fkp
trackers, dogs, horses etc were sourced from thal lo
population to augment the scientists and techrscfaom
Brazil and the international community.

As well as examining the reproductive fitness @& thale
and female jaguars, the effect of human encroachimen
the traditional habitat was also assessed andrétia to
the overall model. From this model, steps wertaitgid to

mitigate the effect of human encroachment such agense heath vegetation. \
recommending protected areas, education programs fdnany species adjacent to the walking track.

livestock farmers, and domestic animal managemdnt.
concluding her presentation, Dr Spindler summarites
various facets of conservation as the “Conservd®orzle”

Wildflower Walk at Barren Grounds
by Patricia Lee.

On Saturday, the f0of October 2009, fifteen REPS
members and two children gathered at the Barremiio
Nature Reserve for a wildflower walk in lieu of thsual
Friday night meeting. Despite lots of recent rathe
weather was overcast but fine as we walked on t
Reserve’s sandy track to observe wildflowers ambtigs
Members were able to \abse
Sycie
Committee Member Helen Tranter carried a photoabpi
species list for the area and ticked off flowerjignts as
we found them. Other members carried guidebookks &

in which all the components are represented andk worattempted to guess species names before validéteig

synergistically to achieve a sustainable solutiom t
environmental problems.

We, the membership of REPS, extend to Rebecca Ispind
(and husband Duncan) our heartiest thanks for lthageo
Robertson and presenting a thoroughly absorbirig dal
her work and associated experiences.

choices in the guidebooks. Flowers are not alvlgdest
indicator of a genus’s species. Leaf shape andrgehabit
and height of the bush needs to be taken into deresion
as well. Despite recent rain which can tend tal $lmavers
many varieties were identified. The most commolows
seen were pinks followed by the yellows. The déédlue
of the Sowerbaea juncegRush Lily) was also seen.
Boronias were just flowering (mid October) thoudteyt
hadn’t yet opened to release their distinctive yped. A
small patch of grass treeXgnthorrhoeasp) with tall
flower spikes was an example of a different type «
flowering habit in the Reserve.




The view at the lookout over the lllawarra escampirand  or layer several sheets of newspaper in a box ig ibne
the Pacific Ocean was clear and jewel-like, thedaet  which comes with large holes in it. Add about éieches
patches of green surrounding Albion Park an indicaf  of potting mix then sprinkle the seeds (hairs altdand
the recent good rainfall. Members had morningttesie.  gently cover them with a light coating of pottingxqwhich
The following is a sample of some wildflower spacie you should then dampen. If you can keep the baxénol

observed by the group in the reserve: shady spot, with occasional dampening of the soil-you
Bauera rubioides (pink) — River Rose, Dog Rose can expect many seedlings to emerge late nextgsprin
Billardieria scandens — Apple-berry Dumplings Coachwoods have also had a bumper season. You r
(vellow/lime) have noticed the brick-red seed coloured treebargtillies
Dampiera stricta- (blue) — Blue Dampiera around Robertson, and below the local escarpments.

Boronia thujona (deep pink) — Bronzy Boronia
Helichrysum elatum White Paper Daisy

Goodenia ovata (lemon) — Hop Goodenia

Melaleuca squarrosa Miniature Bottlebrush species
(pale lemon) — Scented Paperbark

Isopogon anethifolius Narrow-leaf Drumsticks or Cone
Flower - (yellow)

Tetratheca thymifolia- (pink) - Black-eyed Susan
Xanthorrhoea- Grass Tree - Brown flower spike.

A particularly interesting find was the rare pildpacris
calvertianavaryversicolor, a bell-flower species. A scaly-
breasted thrush was noticed in the bush, its nabttle Coachwoods have a seed which is classed as a “n
plumage a perfect camouflage. surrounded by the enlarged persistent calyx, whih

; coloured pink to bright red. (SourédantNET). When the

fruit is mature, it is the calyx which colours wmd it also

enlarges, to allow the fruit to spin gently to tip®und as

they fall. | understand that Coachwoods are nedfti

easily propagated from these fallen seeds, butvé heot
Daniel Connard,  done it myselfThe REPS Websitsays: “The seed ripens

aged 3, enjoying about March. The whole fruit is planted fresh, cedevery

Ceratotalum apetalum D.Wilson

his morning tea lightly and kept damp. They should germinate witlain
in the reserve. month.”

Ehoto:Patrlma Currently, the Eucryphias around Robertson are uih f
ee

‘ 1. flower. There are several nice plants directly agie the
A wildflower walk is an enjoyable way to really i Post Office, in “Pinkwood Park” — which is namedteatthis

plants and their habits which you may otherwisesria ~ Plant. There are also some fine specimens at tvéliily
the usual fast-paced bushwalk. So pull on youthagrab Club. Naturally these trees grow around moistigsilland

a guidebook or a camera and get out to observe mehise ~ SOMe may be seen along the steep gullies as owesdr
plants are flowering. down the twisting road just below the top of thdrBare

Falls Road. There are many mature Eucryphias gipwi
beside the stream bed in the
Barrengarry Creek, just
above Belmore Falls (best
seen on the far side of the
creek).

A Good Season In Robertson
by Denis Wilson

The local dominant rainforest tree species haveahgdod
year over spring 2009 and summer 2010. Why nc¢ tak
advantage of Nature’s abundance, and grow somg
seedlings?

Firstly, the Sassafras had a heavy flowering and tte
trees are carrying a huge array of seed pods (tdukylike
small green olives). In the near future, thesel sepsules  According to theREPS website article on Eucryphfd, is
will dry up, and then open and release their flufgeds important that it should be protected around Raloert
which will float around on the wind. If they folloprevious ~ Where it is near the northern limit of its ranged grerhaps
patterns, you can expect the seeds to lie thidhemround the only place in the region where it occurs onaltas
against fence lines, and under trees — like a sripw drift ~ SOil...... The fruit, which are dry and egg-shapegen in
of brown hairy seeds. These seeds are easilyctalleand ~ April and May and split at the tip to release smatbwn,
can be sown in poly-boxes of fresh soil, or evettipp ~ winged seeds. The species can be grown from se

mix. Punch some drainage holes in a box with mindge, ~ (which) takes 3-5 weeks to germinate.”
The Nature of Robertson

Eucryphia mooreiBlossom D.Wilson




Poetry Corner
Edited by Jonathan Persse

Three Australiameps, three ways to observe the world.

Waratah and Wattle

Though poor and in trouble | wander alone,

With a rebel cockade in my hat;

Though friends may desert me, and kindred disown,
My country will never do that!

You may sing of the Shamrock, the Thistle, the Rose
Or the three in a bunch, if you will;

But | know of a country that gathered all those,

And | love the great land where the Waratah grows,
And the Wattle-bough blooms on the hill.

Australia! Australia! so fair to behold -

While the blue sky is arching above;

The stranger should never have need to be told,
That the Wattle-bloom means that her heart is tf,go
And the Waratah's red with her love.

Australia! Australia! most beautiful name,

Most kindly and bountiful land;

I would die every death that might save her fromunsé,
If a black cloud should rise on the strand;

But whatever the quarrel, whoever her foes,

Let them come! Let them come when they will!
Though the struggle be grim, 'tis Australia thab\ks
That her children shall fight while the Waratahwyso
And the Wattle blooms out on the hill.

HENRY LAWSON

Flame-tree in a Quarry

From the broken bone of the hill
stripped and left for dead,

like a wrecked skull,

leaps out this bush of blood.

Out of the torn earth's mouth
comes the old cry of praise.
Still is the song made flesh
though the singer dies -

flesh of the world's delight,
voice of the world's desire,
I drink you with my sight
and | am filled with fire.

Out of the very wound

springs up this scarlet breath -
this fountain of hot joy,

this living ghost of death.

JUDITH WRIGHT

The Death of the Bird

For every bird there is this last migration:

Once more the cooling year kindles her heatrt;
With a warm passage to the summer station
Love pricks the course in lights across the chart.

Year after year a speck on the map, divided
By a whole hemisphere, summons her to come;
Season after season, sure and safely guided,
Going away she is also coming home.

And being home, memory becomes a passion

With which she feeds her brood and straws her nest,
Aware of ghosts that haunt the heart's possession
And exiled love mourning within the breast.

The sands are green with a mirage of valleys;
The palm-tree casts a shadow not its own;
Down the long architrave of temple or palace
Blows a cool air from moorland scarps of stone.

And day by day the whisper of love grows stronger;
That delicate voice, more urgent with despair,
Custom and fear constraining her no longer,
Drives her at last on the waste leagues of air.

A vanishing speck in those inane dominions,
Single and frail, uncertain of her place,
Alone in the bright host of her companions,
Lost in the blue unfriendliness of space,

She feels it close now, the appointed season:
The invisible thread is broken as she flies;
Suddenly, without warning, without reason,
The guiding spark of instinct winks and dies.

Try as she will, the trackless world delivers

No way, the wilderness of light no sign,

The immense and complex map of hills and rivers
Mocks her small wisdom with its vast design.

And darkness rises from the eastern valleys,
And the winds buffet her with their hungry breath,
And the great earth, with neither grief nor malice,
Receives the tiny burden of her death.

A.D.HOPE

Please send a poem — why not one of your own?Jertathan Persse, Sallyhill, Burrawang 2577.




David Karoly’'s Review of

lan Plimer's Book “Heaven & Earth”
(Connor Court Publishing 2009)

Professor David Karoly is the Australian Research
Council Federation Fellow in Earth Sciences at the
University of Melbourne; Chair of the Premier of

Victoria’s Reference Group on Climate Change; Membe
of the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists; and
Lead Author of the 8 and 4' Assessment Reports of the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Science (IPCC).

Australian Physics, Vol. 44, pp 116-117, July-Aug. 2009
(Abridged by David Tranter)

lan Plimer’'s new book, Heaven and Earth, claimshed
new light on the science of climate change. ltestathat
‘human induced global warming has evolved into a
religious belief systeinthat ‘atmospheric carbon dioxide
does not create temperature riseand that: global
warming and a highCO, content bring prosperity and
lengthen your lifé Are these claims justified and based
on science? They are in marked contrast to trensfic
understanding of the causes of recent climate @ang
reported in the assessments of the Intergoverninenta
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), as well as other
scientific bodies including the British Royal Sdgiend

the Australian Academy of Science. They have all
reached the same conclusion: the observed increase
global average surface temperature since the niid-20
century is mainly due to the increase in greenhgases

in the atmosphere, caused by human activity.

Heaven & Earthclaims that this conclusion and almost all
the IPCC conclusions are wrong. It suggests thexetis

a conspiracy among climate scientists to hide thehf

and that learned scientific societies of many coest
have been hoodwinked. He implies that this coaspir
involves all the 100-plus national governments that
unanimously approved the IPCC assessments. Not
surprisingly, the book has attracted the attentiomedia,
politicians, some scientists and the public. Nughsells
like a good conspiracy story. But is this book stary of

a conspiracy or even a good read. Is it abounseier is

it science fiction? It is impressive, possiblyeirgsting,
but very disappointing. Impressive because oftime
and effort that must have been spent writing the fyes
with 2000-plus footnotes. Interesting becauseséks to
link many aspects of geology, astronomy, biology,
glaciology, oceanography and meteorology to explain
climate change over the earth’s multi-billion hrsgto
including the last 100 years. It's disappointirecuse a
senior professor should not have produced suchok bo
with so many errors, so many internal inconsistenand
with no sources for its graphs.

The average reader will find it difficult to sodt from
fiction, distinguish its inconsistencies, and saparhis
personal opinions and interpretations from well-
established science. The book is built aroundsttions

which deal with sun, earth, ice, water and air ol 18
questions are considered. Many scientists wouldeag
with some aspects of the answers presented. Howe
they contain many errors which make the conclusiol
invalid. The best description of the problems wtitls
book are provided by Plimer himself: ‘Trying toadlevith
these misrepresentations is somewhat like tryingrgme
with creationists, who misquote, concoct evidernpete
out of context, ignore contrary evidence and crea
evidence ex nihilo’

There are some sensible thingdeaven & Earth Yes it
is important to look at climate over geological,
archeological, historical and modern tifneThroughout
Earth’s history, there have been natural climatéatians
driven by many factors including variations in tGarth’s
orbit, volcanic eruptions, tectonics and changes
greenhouse gas concentrations.

For most of Earth’s history, global temperatures ar
carbon dioxide concentrations in the atmospheree he
been higher than present. However Plimer is wrting
claim that the IPCC has essentially ignored the role ¢
natural climate variability That is carefully considered
in all four of the IPCC’s comprehensive assessmgnte
1990. In its 2007 Report, a whole chapter on pale
climate focuses on natural climate variations dwarth’s
history.  Yes water vapour is the most importar
greenhouse gas in the atmosphere. However as rPli
himself stateswater vapour tends to follow temperature
change rather than cause,’itso water vapour changes
can't initiate climate change.

Now let me address some of the main scientific $lam
Plimer's arguments. He claimdt ‘is not possible to
ascribe a carbon dioxide increase to human activtyd
‘volcanoes produce more carbon dioxide than all tt
world’s cars and industries combinedBoth are wrong.
Burning fossil fuels produces carbon dioxide ergith
with the Carbon 12 isotope, reduced Carbon 13 a
essentially no Carbon 14; as Plimer states on pafés
and 415. And the carbon dioxide emissions fro
volcanoes on land (which have been estimated fotatbt
50 years) are small compared with total global siors
from human sources.

Plimer even argues that the most recent sources lmaus
undersea volcanoes. This is not the case, betheset
movement of carbon dioxide is from the atmospheithe
ocean. In addition, measurements show that t
concentrations of two other long-lived greenhouaseg
of human origin (methane and nitrous oxide) hay
increased markedly over the past 200 years in lphra
with carbon dioxide increase, which cannot be taited
to volcanoes. Next, he states that carbon diosadss not
drive climate and then contradicts himself by wagtiCO,
keeps our planet warm so that it is not coveredca’
There is ample geological evidence of increased, C
causing climate change, such as the Paleocene-&oc




thermal temperature maximum about 55 million years Earth Hour 2010
ago. He writesland and sea temperatures increased by

five to ten degrees with associated extinctiondifef Earth Hour 2010 will be held at 8:30pm Saturday -
when methane was released into the atmosphereodue t March, with 20 countries and over 250 cities arour
geological processes and rapidly converted inte. CO the world already signed up as part of the glob

Plimer writes repeatedly that global warming ended countdown to lights out.
1998, that the warmth of the last few decades is no In 2010’ Earth Hour will focus on broader’ Ongoin
unusual; and that satellite measurements show th@se g stainability, in addition to carbon pollution ant
been no global warming since 1979. He is corfeat on climate change
time scales of the last 100 million years, the mécgobal )

: . www.wwf.org.au
warmth is not unusual. However it is unusual @tdeast
the last 1000 years, including the mediaeval wagmin
Plimer makes the mistake of using local temperdiama
proxy evidence rather than data from the whole glab
the same time. The 2006 Report of the US National
Academy of Sciences cited by Plimer statBseSently
available proxy evidence indicates that temperatuae
many, but not all individual locations were higlrdring i
the past 25 years than during any period of compkra y @ ' B _
length since AD 900. We do not expect significant Earth Hour 2010 is coming
warming to always occur for short periods, suclsiase What is your climate change resolution?
1998. Natural climate variations are more impdrtarer Check out the new Earth Hour website
short periods: El Nino caused hotter global-averag
temperatures in 1998 and La Nina caused coolerablob NPA Talk

temperatures in 2007 and 2008. ey .
P Rehabilitation of degraded rivers

Earth Hour, Every Hour
8.30 pm, Saturday 27 March 2010

Global-average temperature for the current dectdm . o

surface and satellite observations, is warmer fhamny The National Parks Association’s next speaker, &m.B
other decade with reasonable data coverage. Pisner  Wolfenden, will talk about understanding the effeof
wrong to write Not one of the IPCC models predicted ~ Stream flow regulation on ecosystem processes\eakay

that there would be cooling after 1998Actually, more to water resources management in Australia. Tlkentd!
than one fifth of climate models show cooling imlgl be held on Wednesday 1 February, 2010 at 7.30pm.
average temperature from 1998 to 2008. Plimerewrit  1he venue is the CWA Hall, Elizabeth Street, MosieV
that solar activity accounts for some 80% of thebgl After more than 200 years since Europeans firdteset
temperature trend over the last 150 years. Thésmlofit Australia, human impacts have irreversibly changeay
the observational evidence. Increases in soladianpe riverine ecosystems. Key disturbances include t
would cause more warming in daytime, in the tropios widespread clearing of riparian and floodplain vtagen,
summer and in the upper atmosphere and this hasesat the removal of woody debris from river channelswfl
observed. Changes in solar irradiance and cosays r  eqylation, and the introduction of exotic riparispecies
show a large 11-year sunspot cycle and negligiteled; (in particularSalixspp., or ‘Willow’).

but observed global temperature show a large warmin

trend and small 11-year cycle. Plimer is wrongimga In Australia, like many other countries, the counth
when he writes,An enrichment in atmospheric Gi® not decline in river health from anthropogenic distumt@ has
even a little bit bad for life on Earth. It is who spawned numerous river rehabilitation projectsweler,

beneficial’ This is contradicted when he writes that the ~ despite billions of dollars being spent on rive
Paleocene-Eocene thermal maximum was associated wit rehabilitation worldwide, few projects have met ithe

mass extinctions. anticipated success. The recurring failure of rrive
_ _ o rehabilitation projects highlights a fundamentatkleof
Given the errors, the non-science, and the nonseribes understanding of how actions affect rivers, andashour
book, it should be classified as science fictionamy ignorance of the complex interactions governing tt
library that wastes its funds buying it. aspects of rivers we identify with. Some authorseha
For comment and more detail contact D.Tranter 88541394 speculated that the tendency to focus on salienttstal

elements is a key part of this problem.

In this presentation, | examine the rehabilitatminthe
Upper Hunter River, a lowland waterway in the Hunte
River Catchment, north of Sydney. | aim to demiaist
how understanding basic ecological principle:
particularly organic matter cycling, can enhanc




rehabilitation efforts. | then discuss the recgvef the
Upper Hunter River, and present a conceptual mibue!
predicts recovery trajectories based on
management scenarios.

Ben Wolfenden grew up in a small community on the

eastern fringe of the Blue Mountains. His childthaeas
spent crawling among crags, forests, and riveryg irke

those surrounding Bundanoon, and forged a life-long

interest in sandstone landscapes.

He completed his undergraduate degree in geology in
2001, followed by an honours degree in environnienta

geochemistry, graduating in 2002. Late in 200ddgan
his PhD examining a large rehabilitation initiative his
presentation is based upon that research.

Sustainable Housing Forum

Four seasons Sustainable Housing will be hostifayuam
at Moss Vale Services Club, Argyle Street, MosseMai
Saturday 28 Feb 2010. The forum will have exhibits on

the many ways a household can reduce it's carbon
Many of these techniques can be readily

footprint.
implemented in the Wingecarribee Shire. They idelu
Tanks and grey water systems, Sustainable homgrdesi
& renovation, Solar hot water systems, Energy gavin
lighting, Wind power and many more.

The forum will also host hourly lectures by peoplih
gualifications and experience in their field. Thebjects
covered in the lectures help explain sustainabititythe
home and garden and also for our wider community.

A copy of the timetable for the day has been inetltbr
all those who receive this newsletter by email. ydi
would like a printed copy please contact Monicathet
CTC.

http://www.sustainablehousingforums.com

Draft Healthy Catchment Strategy
2009 — 2012
The Sydney Catchment Authority (SCA) has releabed t

draft Healthy Catchment Strategy 2009 — 2012 fdalipu
exhibition. The strategy identifies the SCA’s rcation

different

and preventative priorities in the drinking catcimtnever
three years, and the range of activities the SCA w
undertake to meet these priorities.

The public exhibition period for the Strategy is©eduled
from 18 January to 5 March 2010. The Strateg
document is available avww.sca.nsw.gov.au Please
contact the SCA’s Senior Community Engageme
Officer on (02) 4725 2509 if further information is
required regarding the public exhibition of theagtgy.

Written comments on the draft Healthy Catchmel
Strategy are requested by 5 March 2010 and carette
to: HCS Consultation - Sydney Catchment Authority

PO Box 323

Penrith NSW 2751

Or email:HCSconsultation@sca.nsw.gov.au

The Gib Book

" Great news! The handsome and award winning bo
The Gib, Mount Gibraltar, Southern Highlands has
been reprinted.

The price is $49.95 and the book is available ainCi
outlets and local book sellers.

It is a well researched social, industrial and radtiocal
history in full colour, 264 page illustrated, haadh,
reference book. Produced by local people with eigqeer
and supported by Wingecarribee Shire Council at
Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment Management Authority

Singing the South

Songwriter/historian Phyl Lobl has written song
portraying Kiama and the lllawarra’s colourful pastbe
performed by a cast of 8 singers and musicianshat
Kiama Pavilion, 2pm Sunday Feb®21 Tickets $20 from
Kiama Visitors Centre Ph: 4232 3322

Joseph Banks and the Flora of the
Australian East Coast

Exhibition at the Goulburn Regional Art Gallery from
27 February — 10 April 2010. See the website

www.goulburn.nsw.gov.afor more details. There are
some associated exhibitions following this one.




Lfﬁ%@Committee News

%;/%Help Required

%Events %Reminders

Reminder REPS Membership Renewals
Now Overdue

If you have received another REPS Membership rehewa

form with this Eucryphia, our records show that ryou
REPS Membership fees are now overdue.

@ Please return membership fees to:

REPS, PO Box 3045, Robertson NSW 2577

Caalang Creek Working Bees

Saturday 27" February and 27" March

9:00 am onwards. Meet at the walking bridge, nbar t
mulch. Bring a wheel barrow, shovel or rake etcjust
bring yourself. You may need gloves, hat, and watsl
Welcome. Any queries, Steve Douglas 42714957 onLe
Hall 48882222.

Help Care for Our Nature Reserve
1% Wednesday of each month 10:00am to noon

All welcome Please bring garden gloves. For further
information, phone Helen: 4885-1394

Volunteers wanted at Wingecarribee

Swamp

In partnership with Sydney Catchment Authority,
Conservation Volunteers Australia will be workirghelp
rehabilitate Wingecarribee Swamp.

The purpose of this project is to trial variousaiiitation
works within Wingecarribbee Swamp and adjoiningdlan
The small scale trials will help inform the SCA aaither
stakeholders of the effectiveness of “soft engimger
structures” to improve water retention within the&asp
and assist in developing long term rehabilitatidenp for
the swamp.

Sound interesting? You can be involved!

While meeting new friends and enjoying the outdoars
will learn new skills such as: techniques to sloatav flow

in natural areas, native habitat protection andntpla
identification skills.

Bookings essential for March — June projects
Phone 02 4228 9246 or email
wollongong@conservationvolunteers.com.au
Visit www.conservationvolunteers.com.au

Land For Wildlife
Biodiversity Assessment and Property Management
Planning Course. A Free two day intensive training
program for landholders.

Module 1: Survey for and assess the biodiversity values
of your property.

When: Saturday 18 February 2010

9.30am — 4.00pm

Module 2: Prepare a property management plan for your
property.

When: Saturday 8 March 2010 9.30am -4.00pm
RSVP by - Friday 22nd January 2010 4860 3010 oilema
belinda.rowe@wsc.nsw.gov.au

To be run and hosted by: Wingecarribee Shire Cband
Dept. of Environment, Climate Change and Water.

REPS Meetings for 2010

Please make a note in your diary of the followiaged for
this year's REPS Public Meetings.

These meetings will include a talk that will be [icised in
the Eucryphia prior to each meeting

Friday 12" February — Sustainable Housing

Friday 9" April - Debbie Andrew “Furry Animals”
Friday 11" June

Friday 13" August

Saturday 9 October — Walk

Friday 12" November — AGM

Friday 10" December — Christmas Party

REPS Committee List 2010

President — Leon Hall

Vice President — David Mee

Secretary — Lynn Stevenson

Treasurer — Anne Wilson

Committee Members — Helen Tranter, David Tranidr,
Keft, David Mee, Peter Glass, Monica Engel, Bruce
Clarke, Chris Stevenson

Public Officer and Publicity Officer — Helen Trante
Talks Convenor — David Tranter

Eucryphia Editors — Monica Engel, Sheila Mclnnes
Supper Convenor — Jane Maxwell

Caalang Creek Project Group — Steve Douglas

Contact REPS

All those who are interested in supporting our are
welcome to join REPS. Our aim is to promote the
preservation and enhancement of the Robertse
environment. We welcome contact with individuatsl a
other community groups.

Please contact The Secretary — Lynn Stevenson

PO Box 3045, Robertson NSW 2577

or President — Leon Hall on 4888 2222

Also, we are always looking for new contributions t
Eucryphia. If you have an essay, article, poem
photograph that you want to share with other REF
members please contact Monica Engel.

Telephone: 4885 2665

Or email: monicaengel@robertsonctc.org.au

All contributions will be most welcome.

WWW.reps.org.au
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